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DIWALI 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [1.07 pm]: It is always 
a pleasure to bring to the attention of the house the celebration of one of Western Australia’s major cultural festivals. 
The festival of lights is currently being celebrated here in Western Australia, running from last Saturday until 
tomorrow, Wednesday, 26 October. This annual festival celebrates good over evil, light over darkness and knowledge 
over ignorance. It has become a highlight in our festival calendar. Diwali, or the festival of lights, is a public holiday 
in India and is celebrated widely in many other countries. 
I was fortunate to attend the Indian Society of Western Australia’s annual Diwali Mela last weekend at 
Claremont Showground. This year’s Diwali Mela attracted a large crowd, despite the rain and the distraction of the 
Men’s T20 World Cup match between India and Pakistan—what a game that was! It was enthusiastically embraced 
by everyone at the festival. That is an understatement! 
With fireworks, spectacular entertainment, delicious food stalls and a cheerful family atmosphere, Diwali is an 
enjoyable day out for all. This state is fortunate to be home to large and thriving Indian communities, as well 
as visiting students, tourists and businesspeople from India, all of whom make Diwali an event to remember. 
The McGowan government has again been proud to fund three large celebrations this year: the Indian Society of 
Western Australia’s Diwali Mela in Perth, funded with $30 000; the Midwest Multicultural Association’s Festival 
of Lights in Geraldton, funded with $5 000; and the South West Indian Group’s Diwali Festival of Lights in Bunbury, 
funded with $5 000. 
The Diwali and Hindu New Year celebration at Parliament House will take place this Thursday. If any members of 
the house have not taken part in a Diwali event before, I encourage them not to miss out. I wish all Western Australian 
Indian communities and everyone here today happiness, peace and prosperity for Diwali 2022. 
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